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The Rainbow Symbol (The LGBTQ Movement)
The rainbow flag is a symbol that represents the LGBTQ movement. The many colors of the rainbow reflect the diversity exhibited by the LGBTQ community. This movement often uses the rainbow flag as a symbol of pride its campaigns for recognition. The use of this symbol originated from San Francisco June 25, 1978 and has been accepted globally. Before the inception of this symbol, the pink triangle was the conventional symbol for the movement but it represented a dark era in the groups struggle for sexual and gender diversity rights (Gilbert, 2007). The pink triangle had been used by the Nazis to stigmatize homosexuals. Therefore, the group needed a symbol that reflected their characteristics as well as their goals. Baker, an openly gay activist, developed the rainbow flag symbol after being challenged by Harvey Milk, an influential gay leader, to develop a symbol of pride for the LGBTQ group. The key goals for the LGBTQ movement are to improve the acceptance of the group as normal people in society and increase their legal rights (Sanders, 2018). The movement also seeks to counter homophobia and transphobia directed towards gay persons and transgenders.
The movement uses the rainbow flag as symbol of their identity and solidarity. The distinctive colors depict the diversity of human sexuality, which the movement advocates for recognition.  The symbol has undergone transformation over the years with the current one having six stripes. Each of the colors in the symbol has a particular meaning on the context of the movement identity.  The red color signifies life, blue harmony, green nature, yellow sunlight, orange healing, and purple for spirit. In addition, each of the stripes in the flag depicts one subgroup in the movement. Each of the groups have specialized flag representing with reference point being the rainbow symbol for the overall movement. These specialized flags include the transgender flag, the intersex flag, the asexual flag, the pansexual flag, the bisexual flag, and the gender fluid flag; each of them borrow a single color from the rainbow symbol. Two more colors have been added to accommodate diversity and inclusivity i.e. black and brown respectively as the movement aims to celebrate unity, diversity, and inclusivity amidst the divisive politics in United States (Curtis, 2019). This highlights the efforts of the movement in fostering oneness and harmony across the distinctive sexual and gender groups.
The rainbow symbol supports and reflects the goals of the LGBTQ movement. As stated earlier, the movement seeks to promote sexual diversity and acceptance by the community as well as by the statutes.  Through this symbol, they are displaying their life, spirit, harmony, nature, and healing. The red color presents them as people whose lives are in danger and ought to be protected.  They have been presented a spirited fight in their struggle for recognition this is reflected by the purple color in the symbol. The orange color is for the healing from the dark chapter of homophobia and transphobia, among others. Harmony in the movement is presented by the blue color; all these concepts represented by the colors serve in the realization of the movement goals. The symbol is targeted at both the internal and external audience. However, it focuses more on the internal audience to show them that they are recognized and their rights are being campaigned for. It shows them that the fight may not be easy but they ought to stand amidst the crowd and express their uniqueness (Ayoub, 2019). These people are found all over across the globe with their acceptance and legal recognition increasing by day.
It is imperative that one has prior knowledge of the LGBTQ movement to understand the meaning of the rainbow flag symbol. It presents colors with the meaning being explained by the movement. Therefore, seeing the symbol would not give immediate insight on what it signifies; it has to be accompanied with the knowledge of the group. From the perspective of a layman, the symbol does not convey any emotional content about the movement but some colors have a deep emotional meaning. For instance, red color signifies life and members of this movement seek to live in acceptance and recognition (Curtis, 2019).  The symbol has remained relevant since its inception as it reflects the movement’s subgroups and their goals to foster diversity and inclusivity in contrast to the previous symbol of this group that was used to mark the members for discrimination and persecution. 
The contemporary rainbow flag is easy to access as all one needs is a picture of it and then it can be printed on a cloth. It is widely available in the internet and people have accepted it as a formal and courteous representation of the LGBTQ community. There are no copyrights for the symbol thereby can be used by anyone to champion and alert other people of the sexual diversity in an individual (Keena, 2012).  The rainbow was a very appropriate choice because it showed that we can all be free and express our different colors to the world around us. The different diversity of colors expresses that being free and different is okay, and nothing can stop you from being who you truly are inside. The symbol endorses the rights of the movement without making a statement about the person using it. 
Stickers and flags of this symbol are often used to denote acceptance and recognition of the LGBTQ group by business enterprises, health facilities and many other entities. It does not matter if one is member of the movement or a champion of its rights; the symbol imply love and acceptance of diversity, and anyone using it is not judged. The symbol has been effective in championing for the rights of the group with various politicians using the symbol to show that they identify with the movement. For example, in the 2016 US presidential campaigns, Donald Trump was pictured rainbow flag on which the words “LGBTQ for Trump had been scribbled. This was at a political rally in Greeley, Colorado (Curtis, 2019). As a result, the movement has achieved its fundamental goals in promoting acceptance in the United States and worldwide.
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